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AN    ACT 

In  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  "  An  Act  foe  the  Inspec- 
tion OF  Gasmeters,  the  Protection  op  Gas  Consumers, 
AND  THE  Protection  and  Eegulation  of  Gas-Light  Com- 
panies." 

c 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc. 

Sect.  1.  After  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy,  all  meters  not  previously  inspected  and  stamped  by 
the  inspector  of  gasmeters  an4  of  illuminating  gas,  which  are 
used  for  registering  gas  actually  sold,  shall  be  examined  and 
tested  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  and  stamped  as  is  pro- 
vided, if  found  correct. 

Sect.  2.  All  new  meters  tested  after  the  first  day  of  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  shall  be  tested  so  as  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  meter  works  with  a  loss  not  exceeding  one- 
fourth  of  an  inch  pressure  of  water,  and  whether  it  works  regu- 
larly and  correctly,  and  registers  the  amount  of  gas  passing 
through  it,  first,  at  one-third  the  rate  the  meter  is  marked  to 
supply,  and  second,  at  twice  its  rate.  Meters  registering  within 
three  per  cent,  either  way  of  the  exact  number  of  such  feet 
passing  through  them,  and  no  others,  shall  be  deemed  accurate 
and  be  stamped  by  the  inspector.  The  record  of  meters 
inspected  by  him  shall  be  open  at  all  times  for  examination  by 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  any  city,  or  the  selectmen  of  any 
town,  or  by  any  person  or  persons  appointed  by  them  for  that 
purpose. 

Sect.  3,  The  inspector  shall  at  least  once  in  every  year 
visit  every  gas-light  company  in  operation  in  the  Commonwealth, 
examine  the  condition  of  their  works,  and  test  the  quality  and 
purity  of  the  gas.     Tests  of  gas  shall  be  made  at  a  distance,  as 


« 
near  as  may  be,  of  twenty-five  hundred  feet  from  the  works, 

and  if  the  temperature  to  whicli  the  gas  has  been  exposed 
before  being  tested  varies  materially  from  a  temperature  of 
sixty  degrees  Fahrenheit,  the  necessary  corrections  and  altera- 
tions, shall  be  made  for  such  variation.  He  shall  keep  at  his 
office  a  record  of  the  condition  of  the  works  of  every  company 
visited  by  him,  and  of  the  quality  and  purity  of  the  gas,  which 
record  shall  be  open  at  all  times  for  examination  by  the  ofiicers 
of  every  gas-light  company  in  the  state,  or  by  any  person  or 
persons  appointed  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen'of  any  city,  or 
the  selectmen  of  any  town,  for  that  purpose. 

Sect.  4.  The  inspector  shall,  if  requested  by  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  any  city,  or  the  selectmen  of  any  town,  where  gas- 
works are  or  shall  hereafter  be  in  operation,  by  himself  or  his 
deputy,  make  examination  of  the  gas  furnished  for  consump- 
tion in  such  city  or  town,  at  a  distance,  as  near  as  may  be,  of 
twenty-five  hundred  feet  from  the  works,  using  such  burner  as 
shall  be  agreed  upon  by  such  mayor  and  aldermen  or  selectmen 
and  the  gas  company,  or  in  case  of  disagreement,  such  burner 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  inspector  as  best  adapted  to  the 
gas  to  be  tested  ;  and  the  inspector  shall  report  the  same  in 
writing  to  said  mayor  and  aldermen  or  selectmen.  For  such 
services  the  city  or  town  requesting  such  examination  shall  pay 
into  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  the  amount  expended 
by  the  inspector  or  his  deputy  for  his  necessary  travelling 
expenses,  together  with  a  further  allowance  of  ten  dollars  per 
day  for  each  day  or  part  of  day  occupied  in  such  examination  ; 
but  if  such  examination  shall  be  continued  throughout  a  period 
of  twelve  months,  the  sura  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  shall  be, 
instead  of  the  fees  herein  provided,  the  travelling  expenses  of 
the  inspector  or  his  deputy  and  an  allowance  of  two  thousand 
dollars  per  annum.  Any  city  or  town  requiring  separate 
apparatus  for  the  purpose  of  this  examination  shall  procure  the 
same  at  its  own  expense,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  inspector. 

Sect.  5.  The  inspector  or  his  deputy  shall,  if  requested  by 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  any  city,  or  the  selectmen  of  any 
town,  or  by  any  gas-light  company,  test  the  burners  with  the  gas 
used  in  the  street  lamps,  charging  therefor  the  sum  of  three 


cents  for  each  test  of  every  burner  tested,  to  be  paid  by  the 
party  requesting  such  examination ;  and  he  shall  also  furnish 
such  information  as  may  tend  to  an  economical  use  of  gas,  and 
benefit  the  consumer  and  the  manufacturer.  All  fees  received 
for  testing  burners  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  be 
deducted  from  the  amount  to  be  assessed  on  the  gas-light  com- 
panies, as  is  hereinafter  provided. 

Sect.  6.  Whenever  the  inspector  shall  find  himself  unable 
to  attend  personally  to  the  duties  required  by  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  he  shall  from  time  to  time  nominate  one  or  more  suit- 
able persons  as  deputy-inspectors  ;  and  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil, if  they  deem  him  or  them  qualified  for  the  office,  shall 
appoint  him  or  them  to  act  as  deputy  ;  and  any  deputy  shall 
perform  such  duties  as  shall  be  assigned  to  him  by  the  inspector, 
and  be  removable  at  his  pleasure,  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
disqualifications  to  which  the  inspector  is  now  subjected,  and 
which  are  more  particularly  specified  in  the  second  section 
of  chapter  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one  ;  and  in  addition  thereto 
he  shall  not  be  an  officer  of  any  city  or  town. 

Sect.  7.  The  annual  salary  of  the  inspector  shall  be  three 
thousand  dollars,  with  an  annual  allowance  of  one  thousand 
dollars  for  office  rent,  expenses,  and  the  purchase  of  apparatus ; 
and  whenever  a  deputy  shall  be  appointed  under  the  provisions 
of  section  four,  he  shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  and  if  it  shall  become  necessary  to  appoint 
a  second  deputy,  such  deputy  shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  which  sums  shall  be  assessed  on 
the  several  gas-light  companies  of  this  Commonwealth,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixty-one:  provided,  however,  that  all. sums  received  under 
the  provisions  of  section  four  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
amount  assessed  on  the  gas-light  companies,  except  travelling 
expenses,  which  shall  not  be  deducted,  but  shall  be  paid  to  the 
inspector  or  his  deputy. 
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Sect.  8.  If  any  city  or  town  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay 
into  the  treasury  the  amount  of  fees,  salary  or  travelling  ex- 
penses which  shall  be  required  of  it  by  the  treasurer  and 
receiver-general,  for  the  space  of  thirty  days  after  written 
notice  given  by  said  treasurer  to  make  such  payment,  then  the 
said  treasurer  shall  institute  an  action  in  the  name  of,  and  for 
the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  against  such  delinquent  city  or 
town,  for  such  amount,  with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  ten 
per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  time  when  said  notice  to 
make  such  payment  was  given,  and  the  costs  of  the  action. 

Sect.  9.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith 
are  hereby  repealed. 


